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A newsle�er for Leadership Council and Emmy Noether Council Members. 

August 2018

Note from the Co-Chairs 
From Joanne Cuthbertson, LC, Patrice Merrin, LC, Jennifer Scully-Lerner, ENC, and Sherry Shannon-
Vanstone, ENC

All of us who are involved in the charitable sector know how much �me and energy it takes to raise
money — no ma�er the size of organiza�on. We are fortunate at Perimeter to have leadership
volunteers who are passionate about the Ins�tute's mission and have worked hard in countless ways
to assist us in our fundraising goals. From introducing friends and colleagues and hos�ng them at
events, to assis�ng Perimeter staff with strategy and insights, Leadership Council and Emmy Noether
Council volunteers have led the way.

As we mobilize for Phase Two of our $100M campaign, we thank those long-term LC and ENC
members who are now re�ring from the Councils. They have been stalwart ambassadors for
Perimeter and we thank them for their many years of service. 

Stepping down from the Leadership Council are Alex Brown, Savvas Chamberlain, Jim Cooper, Jon
Dellandrea, Kevin Shea, and Harry Zarek. Stepping down from the Emmy Noether Council are Nyla
Ahmad, Katherine Barr, Susan Brown, and Suzan Snaggs-Wilson. We are incredibly grateful for all of
their contribu�ons to our mission.

We are excited to welcome new Emmy Noether Council members Julie Barker-Merz (SVP, South
Western Ontario Division, BMO), Laura Reinholz (Director, BMO for Women), and Sandra Wear
(Entrepreneur, Ac�veState).

We look forward to making personal introduc�ons at our fall events. See Upcoming Events below.

Advancement Update 
A Message from Heather Clark, Director of Advancement 
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As we renew and build our Leadership Council and Emmy Noether Council, we are also inves�ng in
staffing to ensure the necessary resources for Phase Two of the $100M campaign. This includes
support posi�ons and an addi�onal senior major gi�s posi�on dedicated to the GTA. I look forward
to announcing that appointment shortly. 

Update on $100 Million Campaign

We are pleased to report Perimeter's 2018 fiscal year ended July 31 with the following results:

$100M Campaign total commitments: $30.5M
FY2018 New commitments: $3.7M
FY2018 Cash/Revenue: $6.4M

Recent major gi� commitments include: 

Andrew and Lillian Bass pledge of $50,000 in support of Bianca Di�rich’s Chair
Patrice Merrin pledge of $25,000 in support of Bianca Di�rich’s Chair
Ron Mannix $1M pledge to support Savas Dimopoulos' Chair
Daniel Family Founda�on pledge of $1M for Kendrick Smith’s Chair
BMO for Women pledge of $40,000 for three female Public Lecture speakers for 2018/19

Advancement Ac�vi�es and Events  

Inspiring Future Women in Science Deloi�e Roundtable:  May 24, 2018 - Vancouver

Our thanks to Michelle Osry, Emmy Noether Council member and Deloi�e Partner, who hosted a
breakfast event around the importance of gender diversity in science. Sherry Shannon-Vanstone
(Emmy Noether co-Chair) and Indira Samarasekera (Past President, the University of Alberta and past
Board member of Perimeter) led the conversa�ons about removing the barriers that s�ll exist for
girls and women ge�ng on the path to science. They discussed how Perimeter's Emmy Noether
ini�a�ves have been a posi�ve model for transforma�ve change.

Roger Melko Lecture: June 4, 2018 - Toronto 

Perimeter Associate Faculty Member Roger Melko delivered a lecture
on Ar�ficial Intelligence and the Complexity Fron�er at MaRS Discovery
District. During his talk, Roger spoke of a new breed of machine
learning algorithms, which have begun knocking down cogni�ve
milestones and are contribu�ng to major advances in computer vision,
language transla�on, autonomous robo�c ac�on, and other complex
applica�ons. Watch Roger's full lecture here.   

Recep�on in Support of the Emmy Noether Chair: June 14, 2018 - Toronto 

Emmy Noether donor and Canadian philanthropist Anne-Marie Canning graciously hosted an
exclusive evening in her Toronto home in support of Faculty member Bianca Di�rich, who will hold
the new Emmy Noether Chair. The Emmy Noether Council is commi�ed to raising $1M for this

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJWzbEzOylM
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posi�on. Bianca spoke about her research into uni�ng the laws of quantum mechanics and Einstein's
theory of rela�vity, a topic that has challenged physicists for decades. Guests were inspired to learn
about Bianca's leadership and mentorship for the Emmy Noether Visi�ng Fellowships program. The
Fellowships, which are held for periods of up to one year, bring talented researchers to Perimeter at
a cri�cal stage in their careers. 

100 Years of Noether Theorem 

July 23, 2018 marked the 100th year since Emmy Noether published a paper with a theorem that
would change mathema�cs and physics forever. Learn more about her work through Perimeter's
latest Slice of PI. 

Stavros Niarchos Founda�on Interna�onal Conference on Philanthropy: June 21-23, 2018 - Athens,
Greece

The �tle for this annual conference, held at the stunning Stavros Niarchos Founda�on Cultural
Centre, was “Disrup�on,” examining how socio-economic and technological changes are rapidly
influencing how organiza�ons in all sectors operate, on local and global levels. The Founda�on drew
its speakers from its global network of partners, including several from Perimeter Ins�tute. Mike
Lazaridis gave a keynote address on the second quantum revolu�on.  Neil Turok spoke on educa�on
and how we can produce the next genera�on of researchers, cri�cal thinkers, and global ci�zens.
And Leadership Council co-Chair Patrice Merrin moderated a panel session �tled, “How Do We Keep
our Humanity in the Face of Technology” with SNF’s co-President Andreas Dracopoulos, Mike
Lazaridis, and Neil Turok.  

Mike Lazaridis, Founder & Board Chair of Perimeter Ins�tute, delivering speech at SNF Conference in Athens, Greece.

https://insidetheperimeter.ca/noethers-theorem-kindergarten-phd/?utm_campaign=NEWS%20-%20PI%20This%20Week&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=64658501&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--vZi6D8vvV7euyYMwFwMpPJjCBNy2zuaF1yEm9Vq-OJY6Qkn9lSBVDGCjG9T477hta4EsWsThGikPMXYPihIFgXaBShFFO-uV4iV7FstDrq3b2dOU&_hsmi=64658501
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Upcoming Events 
SNOLAB: September 14, 2018 - Sudbury

Neil Turok and Art McDonald will host an exclusive opportunity for Perimeter Ins�tute's top donors
and close friends to visit SNOLAB, a world-class underground science facility located deep in the
opera�onal Vale Creighton nickel mine.  

Avery Broderick Lecture: October 10, 2018 - Toronto 

Dr. Avery Broderick, Associate Faculty member at Perimeter, will present a highly accessible and
fascina�ng lecture about the Event Horizon Telescope (EHT), a worldwide collabora�on aiming to
capture humanity's first image of a black hole. Broderick, who holds the Delaney Family John
Archibald Wheeler Chair in Theore�cal Physics at Perimeter, is an eloquent and entertaining speaker
whose research is at the forefront of astrophysics. The lecture will be followed by an in�mate dinner
to celebrate three dona�ons from Kiki and Ian Delaney, Mike Serbinis and Laura Adams, and Power
Corpora�on of Canada. 

Leadership Council and Emmy Noether Council members will be invited to a pre-recep�on gathering
at 4PM. 

Phiala Shanahan Lecture: November 7, 2018 - Waterloo 

Emmy Noether Fellow Phiala Shanahan will deliver a lecture at Perimeter Ins�tute on Physics and
Gluon Structure. A cocktail recep�on for EN council members, donors, and top prospects will take
place immediately before the lecture. Details are TBC. 

 

If you, or someone you know, wishes to a�end one of these events, please contact Chelsea
at carno�@perimeterins�tute.ca.

Thank you for all you do as ambassadors for Perimeter. We look forward to sharing news of more
successes in the coming months.
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