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A newsle�er for Leadership Council and Emmy Noether Council members. 

 August 2017 

Note from the Co-Chairs  
From Joanne Cuthbertson, LC, Patrice Merrin, LC, Jennifer Scully-Lerner, ENC, and Sherry Shannon-
Vanstone, ENC

In 2014, we set the organiza�onal goal of raising $25 million in three years and $100 million within
ten years. This was an ambi�ous goal that would only be achievable with a passionate and
commi�ed team of staff and volunteers. We are happy to announce that as of August 1, we have
entered the second phase of our campaign and we stand at $26.3 million raised.

We want to thank you for all your hard work over the last three years. Our growing group of
corporate, founda�on, and individual donors across the country is a testament to donors at all levels
understanding the importance of the work being done at Perimeter.

We look forward to upcoming events being held in Toronto on October 12 and Montreal on
November 29, as well as your par�cipa�on in the next Leadership Council mee�ng on October 13 in
Toronto and the Emmy Noether Council conference call on November 9.

Advancement Update 
From Heather Clark, Director of Advancement 

Advancement’s goals in 2016/17 were twofold: To meet our Phase 1 goal of $25M, and to increase
Perimeter's profile across the country. We are pleased with the success we have had on both fronts. 
Innova�on150 events, the Business Council of Canada’s spring mee�ng at PI, and our Toronto pilot
lecture series have all helped increase the PI “mindshare” with many prospec�ve donors. In the
coming months, we will be booking follow-up calls and mee�ngs. We appreciate your assistance and
ac�ve par�cipa�on with this.

Our community of Annual Giving donors (under $10,000) con�nues to grow. Specific appeals were
sent out in December and May, resul�ng in 587 dona�ons from 230 individual donors — 138 of
whom were first-�me donors. This fall, we will take the next step and introduce new technologies to
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nurture pathways to giving for donors and prospects. These improvements will help personalize the
online donor experience.

On August 1, our US founda�on, Friends of Perimeter Ins�tute Inc., became a US public charity 501
(c)(3). Perimeter already has a demonstrated community of approximately 30,000 US web visitors a
year. Our goal this coming year is to deepen online engagement with the US market and introduce
philanthropy as an integral part of Perimeter's ac�vi�es and profile. We look forward to sharing the
posi�ve results which are sure to come from these new ini�a�ves.

Advancement Ac�vi�es and Events 

2017 Women in Physics Canada Conference
This year's conference was hosted by the University of Waterloo Faculty of Science and the Ins�tute
for Quantum Compu�ng, and Perimeter hosted a special session on careers. The panel discussion
was followed by a cocktail recep�on for conference delegates and Emmy Noether Council members.
Sherry Shannon-Vanstone, Emmy Noether Council Co-Chair, addressed those in a�endance. 
 

 

 
Perimeter's Power of Ideas Exhibit Launches at the Ontario Science Centre
The Innova�on150 Power of Ideas Exhibi�on was in Toronto August 18-31. On August 18, guests
were invited to a�end the opening ceremony for the exhibit at the Ontario Science Centre, where
the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, presided over the
ribbon cu�ng. Innova�on150’s Power of Ideas Tour has been a great catalyst for introducing
Perimeter to new audiences across the country. We will con�nue to promote this exhibi�on as it
con�nues its eastward journey.
 

https://vimeo.com/212928302?utm_campaign=GR%20-%20Special%20Event%20Invitations&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=51222085&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_jHvdRj9SJPdLX8KYWwFDiE_yReACDwN8ORlti0x-Hbvu5Y0lpEifm2UUy-ZFMzPnPM2xliNmsFi71Jn-Nx0utZUCDwdEcKVFe7Z5GJE6qX-PzrfI&_hsmi=51222085
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left to right: Dr. Maurice Bitran, CEO of the Ontario Science Centre; The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario;

Greg Dick, Perimeter Institute Director of Educational Outreach

 
Upcoming Events

Canadian Club of Toronto 
Fundamental Science and Innova�on: A Produc�ve Partnership
On September 28, Nobel Prize winner, Perimeter Ins�tute board member, and Director of SNOLAB,
Dr. Arthur B. McDonald will speak about some of the fundamental ques�ons in physics and
astrophysics today. Perimeter has reserved two tables for this lunch�me engagement and
volunteers who would like to a�end are asked to bring a guest. Please contact Chelsea to reserve
seats.
 
BMO Sponsored Lectures
BMO Financial Group has been a long-standing supporter of Perimeter and its work, having
established Perimeter's first endowed chair — the BMO Financial Group Isaac Newton Chair in
Theore�cal Physics. This past year, BMO was Presen�ng Sponsor of our lecture series. We are
honoured and delighted that this fall, BMO CEO Bill Downe and BMO Quebec President Jacques
Ménard will host Perimeter lectures in Toronto and Montreal, respec�vely. 
 
October 12 – BMO, First Canadian Place, Toronto (5 pm-7 pm)
Dr. James Weatherall - University of California, Irvine
The Physics of Wall Street
 
November 29 – BMO, Place D'Armes, Montreal (5 pm-7 pm)
Neil Turok - Perimeter Ins�tute

mailto:carnott@perimeterinstitute.ca


10/15/2018 Advancing the Perimeter - August 2017

https://preview.hs-sites.com/_hcms/preview/content/5313217274?portalId=2636016&_preview=true&cacheBust=1539629209489&preview_key=dfsPT… 4/4

We Are Innovators
 
These la�er two events are by invita�on only and sea�ng is limited. We encourage you to contact
Chelsea to reserve seats for you and your guests.

Resources to Help our Volunteers

Leadership volunteer resources and an up-to-date events lis�ng can be found on the SharePoint
portal here. If you have any trouble signing in, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

In order to keep you connected with one another, here is full contact informa�on for the Perimeter
Leadership Council and Emmy Noether Council members.

Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics  
  31 Caroline Street North Waterloo, Ontario  N2L 2Y5  Canada 

   519-569-7600 

Charitable Registration No. 889814323 RR0001 
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