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A newsle�er for Leadership Council and Emmy Noether Council members. 

 February 2018 

Note from the Co-Chairs 

From Joanne Cuthbertson, LC, Patrice Merrin, LC, Jennifer Scully-Lerner, ENC, and Sherry Shannon-Vanstone,
ENC

2018 is upon us, and it is ramping up to be another year of exci�ng opportuni�es to share
Perimeter's mission and vision with people throughout Canada, into the US, and even
interna�onally.

Last year's Innova�on150 ac�vi�es were a great success and opened doors into new markets. This
year we will con�nue to look for ways to engage with these markets. Two more Toronto-based
lectures are planned for the coming months, as is the Inspiring Future Women In Science half-day
conference held at Perimeter.

As some of you may have heard, a new fundraising ini�a�ve targe�ng members of the Business
Council of Canada is underway. Perimeter hosted the BCC for their annual mee�ng last spring,
where Mike Lazaridis delivered an inspiring keynote. As a result of that keynote, Ron Mannix,
Chairman of Coril Holdings Ltd., has personally pledged $1m and has wri�en a le�er to
approximately 180 of his fellow BCC members invi�ng them to join him in suppor�ng Perimeter. As
a follow up to Ron's le�er, the Perimeter team has created a document about this aptly named
Accelerator Ini�a�ve. The Accelerator Ini�a�ve is designed to give Canadian business leaders an
opportunity to unite in a push to accelerate discovery and innova�on in Canada. Michael
Duschenes and the Advancement team have already started strategic follow ups with members of
the BCC. If you are would like to assist in reaching out to specific BCC members or other poten�al
"accelerators", please let the Advancement team know. They will be happy to pursue any leads
you provide.

Thank you for all your hard work as ambassadors for Perimeter. We are confident that you will
con�nue to engage those around you, helping them understand the important work underway at
the Ins�tute. 

Advancement Update on $100 million Campaign
as of January 15, 2018

http://thebusinesscouncil.ca/about-the-council/members/
http://perimeterinstitute.ca/files/Accelerator-Innitiative_digital.pdf
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The Simons Founda�on, a private US-based founda�on co-founded by Jim and Marilyn Simons
which supports discovery-driven scien�fic research, has confirmed a grant of $600,000 USD over
three years to support the Emmy Noether Fellows program.
 
We are also happy to announce that the Bosch Community Founda�on, through its local
subsidiary Escrypt, has confirmed a gi� of $35,000 toward Educa�onal Outreach programming
being delivered in the Waterloo region.

Other recent major gi� commitments include:   

Sherry Shannon-Vanstone $125,000 toward a Chair to support Bianca Di�rich's research.
RBC $100,000 renewal as Presen�ng Partner of the 2018 Interna�onal Summer School for
Young Physicists
Joanne Cuthbertson and Charlie Fischer $75,000 renewal of the Graduate Student Award

 
Advancement Ac�vi�es and Events 

Launch of the Centre for the Universe

The Centre for the Universe, with Neil Turok as its director, launched on November 20, 2017. The
Centre boasts Stephen Hawking and Art McDonald as scien�fic patrons. The Centre aims to
establish Canada as a world leader in cosmology, providing a focal point for research into the
understanding of the cosmos. The launch included a short video message from Stephen Hawking
and speeches by esteemed cosmologists Jim Peebles and Rashid Sunyaev. Announcement of three
pres�gious post-doctoral fellowships associated with the Centre was also made. Selec�on for
these fellowships is currently underway.
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Video message from Stephen Hawking

Neil Turok lecture - BMO, Place D'Armes, Montreal

A BMO Quebec hosted event was held on November 29, 2017. The night was presided over
by Jacques Ménard, President of BMO Quebec.  Neil Turok delivered his Innova�on150 lecture We
Are Innovators to an audience of approximately 100 guests from the Quebec financial and
philanthropic communi�es. A consultant was retained to help in cra�ing guest lists for the event
and who, subsequent to the event, carried out market research to determine Perimeter's brand
awareness levels and make recommenda�ons on how to proceed in building rela�onships in the
Quebec market.

Some Perimeter supporters from academia and others who enjoy viewing Perimeter Public
Lectures through online channels, but who have not had the opportunity to travel to Waterloo to
a�end in person, were also on hand for the evening. 

We are Innovators at BMO Quebec

Year-End Appeal

The 2017 year-end appeal focused on the Perimeter Scholars Interna�onal (PSI) master's program.
It featured Imogen Wright, a PSI graduate who credits her experience at Perimeter with giving her
the skills needed to launch her current career in bioinforma�cs. The appeal resulted in 30
dona�ons with 7 first-�me donors.

Annual Report and Year In Review

The 2017 Annual Report and A Step Inside the Perimeter – A Year in Review are now available for
download. 

http://perimeterinstitute.ca/files/Annual-Report_16-17.pdf
http://perimeterinstitute.ca/files/Highlights_Report_2017.pdf
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Upcoming Events
Inspiring Future Women In Science (IFWIS) Half-Day Conference

This year, the IFWIS conference will take place on March 8. Girls from  high schools in
Southwestern Ontario have been invited to fill the Mike Lazaridis Theatre of Ideas at Perimeter to
hear from women who are working in careers in science. The event is already sold out, but sea�ng
will be available in one of our overflow rooms. If you wish to a�end or bring a guest, please
contact Chelsea.

The next Emmy Noether Council mee�ng will take place in the a�ernoon of the same day. Emmy
Noether Council members are invited to a�end the morning conference in advance of the ENC
mee�ng.

Upcoming Public Lectures

Weird and wacky stars, machine learning applica�ons, and more; the upcoming public lectures will
introduce interes�ng and inspiring cu�ng-edge research to audiences. If you, or someone you
know, would like to a�end one of these lectures, please contact Chelsea.

SNF Conference in June

Perimeter has been invited to have representa�ves a�end the Stavros Niarchos Founda�on's
annual Interna�onal Conference on Philanthropy to be held on June 21-23, 2018 in Athens,
Greece. This year the conference will explore the theme of Disrup�on. As part of our rela�onship
building with the Stavros Niarchos Founda�on, Perimeter has been asked to help construct the
second day's program. Perimeter has already arranged for presenta�ons to be made by Neil Turok
and Mike Lazaridis. If you would like to a�end this conference or have names of those you think
should a�end, please contact Chelsea.

Thank you for all you do as ambassadors for Perimeter. We look forward to sharing news of more
successes in the coming months.
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